THE VOYAGE OF  1497
printed in 1544 probably (on typographical considerations) in the Low Countries. To various parts of it are attached twenty-two legends, separately printed and pasted on, describing various regions of the world. The eighth legend is so placed as to refer most nearly to Cape Breton Island.1 It states that this land was discovered by John Cabot the Venetian, and by Sebastian his son, on June 24, 1494, at five in the morning; and that they named a large island in the vicinity the Island of Saint John, because it was discovered on that saint's day. The legend then proceeds to a description of the natives and their weapons, and of the fish, birds and beasts of the country. The question of the date need not trouble us here. As has been explained, it was most likely a printer's or copyist's error for I497-2 The doubt arises from the fact that we know nothing certain about the authorship of the statement, and consequently cannot tell whether it is authenticated at all. The legends are printed in both Spanish and Latin, and a critical examination has indicated that they were composed first in Spanish and afterwards translated into Latin, from which it seems likely that the whole was of Spanish origin. In 1544 Sebastian Cabot was Pilot-Major of Spain and responsible for the production of the authorized Spanish maps. Moreover, copies of this map were extant in England from the reign of Edward VI, and its authorship was attributed by contemporaries to Sebastian Cabot. These are indications that Sebastian had something to do with the original manuscript draft of the map itself, but they yield no proof that he wrote the legends (a distinct task), or that he ever saw them before publication. It is at least certain that as a resident in Spain he could not have corrected the printer's proofs in the Netherlands. Consequently the date June 24, the most interesting detail, has been considered not fully authenticated. It will be observed, however, that this date occurs also in Toby's Chronicle, where it is expressed in a different form, not as June 24, but as St John the Baptist's day. That looks like corroboration, but there is always the possibility that Toby copied it from an English example of the map. Certainty is unattainable, but to my mind the corroboration holds good. For if Toby had copied the date from the legend (which we have no proof that he saw) he would most likely have introduced the name of Cabot as well. I believe therefore that Maurice Toby got the date June 24 from a Bristol source, and that the author of the 1544 legend had it independently, perhaps from Sebastian Cabot, and that it is therefore reasonably well
* No. 19, Statement inscribed on the Paris Map.
2 See No. 19, footnote. Another edition of the map, seen by Purchas in 1625, bore the date 1497.